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Installing a fresh copy of Windows 10

The below information will provide step by step instructions of installing a complete fresh version of
Windows 10. Please read all instructions first as it is important they are carried out in the correct
order.

Please be aware that all data on your Operating System (OS) SSD will be removed, so please make
sure that any data you need to save is backed up on another drive.

Step 1 - Disconnect the SATA data or power cable from all but the OS drive. If your OS is installed
onto a M.2 drive, just disconnect all other drives. This will prevent you accidentally installing
Windows onto any other drive apart from the OS drive.

Step 2 - Insert the recovery USB drive into a spare USB port.
Step 3 - Boot to the USB drive.

To do this switch your PC on and then press repeatedly one of the following keys depending on the
manufacturer of your motherboard until you see an image that looks similar to the below.

ASUS - F8
Gigabyte — F12
Intel - F10
ASRock — F11

You will then see an image that should looks something like the below. Choose the option that
indicates the USB drive. The UEFI version must be selected.

Please select boot device:

T and | to move selection
EMTER to select boot device
ESC to boot using defaults

SATAGG_2: DRW-24D5MT
SAMSUNG MZVLW12BHEGR-00000
"Hinl:lﬂws Bﬂﬂt Manager tSﬁMSUNG MZVLW1ZBHEGR- ﬂﬂDﬂG]
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Step 4 — Enter your language and other preferences.

v Windows Setug

._ Windows’

Language to mstalt i nglish (United Kingdam)
Time and curréncy fammat

Eeyboard oo inpul methiod

Enter your lsnguage and ather preferemces and chick "Med” 19

& Compueron. All ighis ricdcsd

Step 5 - Click Install now

2@ Windows

Bepair your competer

& M1 Wscact Cosporaticn. M ighe nmened
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Step 6 — Active Windows — Type in your Windows 10 product key or choose “I don’t have a product
key” to do it later.

i ‘i Winderars Setup

x'\____.
Activate Windows

If this i the first time you e metalkng Windows o this PC for you're installing a dfferent editie n)
vou nesd to enter a valid Windews product key, Your product key should be in the corfirmation

email that you recerved after buying o digital copy of Whidwan, or o 2 label mude the bo that
Windows came in

The product key Inoks like this X000 0000 0000 - 0000 0000

o you're reinstallnsg Wirdows, select | don't have & product key. Your copy of Windows will be
autormatically acteeated later

[EE

Step 7 — Accept terms

@ !ﬁ Windowes Setup

Applicable notices and licence terms

Last updated July 2016 ~
| MICROSOFT SOFTWARE LICENSE TERMS

WINDOWS OPERATING SYSTEM

| IF YOU LIVE IN {OR IF YOUR PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS 15 IN) THE
UMITED STATES, PLEASE READ THE BINDING ARBITRATION CLAUSE
AND CLASS ACTION WAIVER IN SECTION 10.IT AFFECTS HOW
DISPUTES ARE RESOLVED,

Thank you for choosing Microsoftl

Depending on how you obtainad the Windows software, this is a license
agreement between (i) you and the device manufacturer or software installer
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Step 8 — Type of Installation — It is important Custom install is chosen at this point. This will install a
clean version of Windows 10 and remove all other files from the OS drive.

K3 ¥ Vindows Setup

Which type of installation do o want?

'gpg.mdt: Install Windows snd keep files, settings and applizations
The filec =ettings and applicatians are roved to Winbews with this eghion. This option is onhy
avmilable when a cupported veraon of Windowr it zlreadsy run ring on the computer

Custom: Install Windows anlr {advanced)

The files settings and applicstions aren’t maved o Windows wath this option. i you want to
make changes to pastitivms and dijves, start the compder wseng the mstallation dae We
recammend backing uge your files before you cortinue

Heip me decide

Step 9 — Delete all old partitions — Select each partition and click delete. Notice that in the image
below the OS drive is indicated as Drive 0. If you have more than one drive shown here then you
have not disconnected all non OS drives as mentioned in step 1. If that is the case, close this window
and power down the PC and start again from Step 1.

-g E& Windows Setup

Where do you want to install Windows?

FHame T_M:al'm_t [Ex _Frgl.-'ipur._e_ Tﬂ_rc
;-_, Do Partition L: Recovery 450.0 b B0 ME  Recovery

= Draye (i Partitinn 7 1000 ME TIEMB System

e D= Partition 3 160 M 160 ME  WISR (Reserved)

l..:,a Drrez 0 Pasithion 4 9533 GB 56 GB  Fomary

75 Delete

j Extend
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Once all partitions have been deleted you should be presented with an image like the below. Click
next.

o i Windoms Setup

Where do you want 1o install Windows?

| Tolal st | Free space Type

58968 | 93968

Step 10 — Windows will now install. The process will take around 10-15 mins and your PC will reboot
a number of times. Once complete you should be presented with a screen that looks like this.
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Step 11 - On the window called System Preparation make sure all options are as shown as below
and click OK. The PC will then reboot where you will go through the account setup process, which is
the same process you went through when you first switched on the PC.

System Preparation Tool 3.14

System Preparation Tool (Sysprep) prepares the machine for
hardware independence and deanup.

System Cleanup Action
Enter System Out-of-Box Experience (OOBE)

[ ] Generalize

Shutdown Options
Reboot

Step 12 — Once the account setup process is complete and your PC has booted into windows you
may need to install some drivers for any additional components that have been installed, for
example a graphics or TV card.

Below are a few links that will help you find them a little quicker.

Nvidia graphics card - http://www.nvidia.co.uk/Download/index.aspx?lang=en-uk

TBS TV card - http://www.tbsdtv.com/download/

Creative sound card - http://support.creative.com/

Asus sound card - https://www.asus.com/uk/support/

Step 13 - Shutdown the PC and reattach any hard drives/SSDs you previously disconnected. Your PC
should now be set to factory defaults. Once your PC has rebooted we recommend running Windows
update at this time to make it fully up to date. J


http://www.nvidia.co.uk/Download/index.aspx?lang=en-uk
http://www.tbsdtv.com/download/
http://support.creative.com/
https://www.asus.com/uk/support/

